COMING EVENTS

Jan 15-16 Midwinter
Conference,
Embassy Suites,
Grapevine

Feb 4-6 Council of
Governors
Meeting and TLC
Board Meeting,
Kerrville

Mar 13-14 Texas Lions
Leadership
Forum, Austin
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A s | sit here listening to Christmas songs
on the radio and enjoying our Christmas
tree my thoughts go to all of the wonderful
things people do for mankind at this time of
the year. Hearts overflow with the spirit of
giving and spreading joy. People are even
more generous with their money. My thoughts
naturally went to Lions and how much we do
not only at Christmas, but all through the year.
We Serve is not just a motto but a way of life
for most Lions and this makes me proud to
say that | am a Lion. | am not going to write
about all we do to make our communities,
country and world a better place. You already
know this. Sometimes we get to see first
hand the difference we make in someone’s
life, but most times we do not. This does not
stop a Lion from continuing on to make a
difference. For this | say thank you to each
and every one of you.

January is fast approaching! The Colleyville
Lions Club has been busy planning a
memorable event for our Mid Winter
Conference. It will be January 15" & 16™ at
the Embassy Suites in Grapevine. If you have
not already registered please do so soon.
More information and a registration sheet are
in this newsletter. Our Friday evening
entertainment is Danny Wright a world
renowned pianist, | am sure we will all enjoy
this. Those of you who usually only attend on
Saturday may want to consider joining us on
Friday. Saturday there will be several
workshops. During the Women’s Symposium
their will be a book review on Helen Keller, A
Life by Dorothy Herrmann. We will also have
the Drug Awareness Poster Contest, as well
as the Speech and Essay contests. Winners
will be announced at lunch and will give their
speech and essay. Saturday afternoon will be
the cabinet meeting. The whole event will be
topped off with a wonderful banquet. Our
keynote speaker is Trish Wilson from the
Texas Lions Camp. She is a ball of energy
who loves the camp. You definitely do not
want to miss meeting her and hearing what
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she has to say. There is more information in
this newsletter and on our district web site. |
am excited about this event and hope to see
all of you there.

The Lions of District 2-E2 amaze me! When
an opportunity to serve is given you jump
right on it. Some clubs have held or are
planning eye screening clinics for preschool
children. Most are working on membership,
and we have one new club and ideas for
several others. Money is coming in for
Habitat For Humanity. We have a glitch with
this project so if you have not already mailed
a check, wait until this is worked out. The
family we were going to help no longer
qualify for a Lion build. 1 am hoping there is
another family in need of a handicap
assessable home. We are talking with the
people at Habitat. Will keep you informed of
any news on this project.

Do not forget to contact me to visit your club.

In closing may Skip and | wish you a
wonderful Holiday Season filled with love,
family, friends, good food, and the Joy of the
season. In the midst of the busyness, take
time to remember the real reason for
celebration. The birth of Jesus is a gift from
God that gives us all love, hope and peace.
For this we give thanks. May God Bless all
of you during this season and the years to
follow.

Merry Christmas,
In Service,
Margie
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t this time of the year, | can

guarantee that all you Lions and their
clubs are busy preparing for a special
holiday for those less fortunate than we,
and this year there are so many in need of
our help. As we gather gifts and
assemble food baskets, we can take pride
in all that we do knowing that we make a
difference in the lives of others. | want to
take this opportunity to thank you for all
that you do in the everyday things you do
in your communities that spread
throughout on and on until we realize we
are reaching others all over the world.

Take time this year for others, but also for
your loved ones, young and old. We
never know when it might be the last
holiday for that elderly loved one, or the
last year for the belief in Santa for a small
child. The fantasy in Christmas for a child
leaves memories that last a lifetime. As
we frolic during the Christmas holidays,
always remember that Jesus is the

Reason for the Season.

We look forward to the New Year and all
that is brings. Being a Lion, we know that
in January we will be having our Mid
Winter. | encourage all of you to plan on
being there. The Colleyville Lions Club
has prepared for us a special time in
Grapevine. Get your reservations in so as
not to miss any of the fun they have in
store for us. And let me thank the
Colleyville Lions again for the new club in
Roanoke that they are sponsoring. The
Roanoke Club will be having a Charter
Night in the near future. Let’s all come
together in support of this new club and be
there for their Charter Night

| am so thankful to have the opportunity to
serve with DG Margie and 2VDG Tom.
Working together has made for an
enjoyable time, and | am looking forward to
the rest of the year. Thank you both for
giving of your time to make our district the
best that it can be.

Have a Merry Christmas and enjoy the
holiday season with loved ones. We are
looking forward to 2010 and all that it will
bring.

Serving Together,
1VDG Jeanne

Tom’sTall Tales

G reetings to the Lions of 2-E2 from
your 2" VDG.

Did everybody have a Happy
Thanksgiving? We have many things to
be thankful for as Lions. The new
Roanoke Lions Club is now 47 Charter
Members strong and still growing. The
Club has had its 3" Meeting. The Charter
Application has been submitted by Lion
DG Margie. All new members signing up
within 90 days of the yet to be assigned
Charter Date by Lions Club International
will also be Charter Members. For the
present the Club is meeting twice a month
and they are considering varying the time
and location.

| have been present at three of Lion DG
Margie’s presentations at the Grapevine
Lions Club, the Grapevine Heritage Lions
Club and the Colleyville Lions and true to
form her chauffer PDG Skip was in
attendance. His chauffer hat was

conspicuously missing when he attended
the Colleyville Club. My guess is Lion
Skip was afraid it would be stolen for
auction.

| was invited to speak at the Fort Worth
Handley Meadowbrook Lions Club
regarding the progress of the Roanoke
Lions Club and my experience as the First
2" VDG. | also had the opportunity to talk
about the Colleyville Lions Club Fund
Raising Projects. My time to speak ran
out before | had the chance to tell the first
joke. The Lions of District 2-E2 owe a
great debt of gratitude to the Handley
Meadowbrook Club for all they do to
support the Texas Lions Camp.

Attending the Senior Lions Leadership
Institute 1009 Training Seminar held near
LCI Headquarters this past month was a
wonderful experience that | will always
remember. Lions were there from all over
North America. | made many new Lion
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Fulfilling a Personal Goal and Raising Money for Your Lions Club All at the Same Time

On Sunday, December 13, 2009,
Lion John Drzich of Haltom City
Lions Club accomplished two goals
with one amazing test of strength and
perseverance. He ran 26.2 miles in
the Dallas White Rock Marathon and
finished in 4 hours and 17 minutes.
Lion John also raised a little over
$2,000.00 in sponsorship funds that
he is donating to Haltom City Lions

Club so that the members can put
more eyeglasses on more of those in
need in the community. Lion John
fulfilled a personal goal that he set for
himself earlier this year by competing
and completing a full marathon with
the added benefit of helping out his
club in raising money. This was a
journey that began two years ago.

100% Clubs

In January of 2008 the company
where Lion John works decided to
promote weight loss and fitness by
holding a ‘Fat Bastard’

contest for those that

wanted to participate. All

the participants put in a

set amount of money and

the company matched the

funds.

An ending date was

chosen and an initial

weigh in of all participants

was done. Now Lion John

really didn’t have any

weight he needed to lose

but was a part of it to see

if it would be the

motivation for him to get

exercising. A dietician

was brought it to offer some more
advice and the participants went into it
full swing. Lion John started with
simple push-ups and sit-ups at home
that progressed into a membership at
the YMCA for full use of the gym
facilities and some help from a
personal trainer. Then the running
bug bit him and by November of 2008
he entered and ran the YMCA Turkey
Trot.

In February of 2009 Lion John
entered the Cowtown Marathon in
Fort Worth completing the half
marathon of 13 miles in just under 2
hours. More training followed and in
October of 2009 Lion John competed
in the Spirit of Survival half marathon
in Lawton, Oklahoma shaving more
time off his time finishing 13.4 miles in

one hour and 53 minutes. Now he
set a personal goal of finishing a full
marathon and the White Rock

Marathon in Dallas presented itself.
More intense training followed. While
on a long run one day Lion John
decided that not only would he run
but he would ask for sponsorship
from friends and family and co-
workers so that he could raise money
for his Lions Club.

So now Haltom City Lions Club will
be receiving a $2,000.00 donation
and Lion John met a goal he set out
to accomplish.

Who won the ‘Fat Bastard’ contest?
Was it the guy who lost over 80
pounds and got the money that was
put in by co-workers and the
company? Or was it Haltom City
Lions Club that benefitted from a
member that took the contest to the
next level?

Greater Arlington - 500%

Pantego - 400%

Aledo Community
Arlington

Azle

Burleson
Cleburne
Decatur

Denison Texoma

Denton Triangle

FW Founder

FW Handley Meadowbrook
FW Trinity
FW Southeast
FW Southwest
FW West Side
Granbury
Grandview
Grapevine
Highland Village
Joshua
Lewisville

Little EIm

McKinney

Princeton

River Oaks
Sherman Evening

Sherman Noon
Weatherford Evening

Weatherford Noon

Mansfield

(100% to seven entities)
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