
hat a wonderful time we 
had in Lubbock.  Do you 

know that it is possible to ski 
Lubbock?  It was just one of the 
things we learned at the Lions State 
Convention.  Our hats are off to the 
Lions of Lubbock for hosting the 
Lions of Texas.  Our International 
President and his wife Maureen were 
there as guests and as speakers.  
The most exciting thing to take place 
at the convention was the election to 
endorse our friend PID Mike Butler 
as candidate for 2nd Vice President of 
Lions International.  What an 
outstanding representative for Texas 
Mike will be.  While there the District 
Governors Elect attended training, 
and the 1st Vice District Governors 
Elect also had their first meeting as a 
council.   

PDG Skip and I will be leaving for the 
Lions International Convention on 
July 1st, and returning July 10th.  This 
year it will be held in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  While there I will be 
attending more training sessions.  
When I come home I will either: 

A) Have many new ideas to share 
with you. 

B) Know everything there is to 
know about Lions. 

C) Have been given so much info I 
just hope I can remember what 
I need to know.   

You make the call. 

The convention itself will be an 
amazing event.  Also, Lion Skip and I 
do hope to have time to see some of 
the sights in the area. 

This message is shorter than usual, 
but I promise I will make up for it next 
time as I share all of the exciting 
visions that Lion Leaders have for the 
next year, as well as the visions of 
your new Governor, the MERL Team, 
and all the Lions of our district.   

I am looking forward to a busy, 
exciting year filled with fun as we 
serve. 

In Service, 
DG Margie 

Margie s Musings 

J U L Y 2 0 0 9 V O L U M E 5 , I S S U E 1 C O M I N G E V E N T S  

Jul 6-10 Lions Clubs 
International 
Convention, 
Minneapolis, MN  

Jul 12 Lewisville Lions 
Club Golf 
Tournament  

Jul 25 Cabinet Meeting, 
Mansfield 

Jul 30-Aug 2 First Council of 
Governors 
Meeting, Kerrville 

Aug 14-16 Lions Balloon 
Festival at 
Highland Village 

Sept 24-26 USA/Canada 
Lions Leadership 
Forum, Memphis 
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P A G E 2 

D I S T R I C T 2 - E 2 

Second VDG 
Tom 

Westerman 

Ebb Grindstaff was the Installer and 
Guest Speaker.  The Handley-
Meadowbrook Installation was also a 
great event.  Where else but in Texas 
could a Lion attend two events within one 
week with two PIPs as Guest Speakers. 

I have been asked what my duties are as 
2nd Vice District Governor.  I will certainly 
expand my knowledge of District 2-E2 
activities.  My primary duties as out lined 
in LCIF Information and Guidelines are to 
focus on member retention and to 
increase Lion s awareness of the various 
association programs.   As a part of the 
team, Lion DG Margie will keep me busy.   

Here s to a great Lion year.  God Bless all 
the Lions of 2-E2 and the World.  I give 
thanks for having the opportunity to serve.   

I  want to thank the Lions of 2-E2 for the 
honor of being elected to serve as the 

first 2nd VDG for our District.  I am looking 
forward to the next three years.  Lion DG 
Margie and VDG Jeannie will be my 
mentors for this year and I could not ask 
to be on a better team. 

I had the opportunity to attend the River 
Oaks Lions Club s 61st Anniversary 
Charter and 37th Annual PDG J.T. Hinkle 
International Night on May 23, 2009.  Our 
Texas own PIP Jimmy Ross was the 
Guest Speaker.  Lion PIP Jimmy Ross is 
my Lion s Lion and he spoke straight from 
the heart.  I congratulate the River Oaks 
Lions Club on hosting a wonderful night.   
Only seven days later I attended the 
Handley-Meadowbrook Lions Club 
Installation Dinner and another Texan PIP 

Tom s Tall Tales 

First VDG 
Jeanne Adkison 

attending and seeing all my district, state, 
national, and international Lion friends as 
we come together for this annual event.  
This time of fellowship of the Lions of the 
world coming together is something Jack 
and I look forward to each year. 

In closing, I hope to see each of you at 
the first Cabinet meeting.  There is a 
fulfilling year ahead planned for us all as 
we work together to serve our 
communities and our district.  In the 
words of Helen Keller who challenged us 
to be knights of the blind , When we do 
the best that we can, we never know 
what miracle is wrought in our life or in 
the life of another.

 

In advance, thank you for your 
commitment for this year to reach our 
common goals in service .  Together 
we are even better . . . where have we 
heard that in the past ? 

Always serving together, 
First VDG Jeanne 

T he new Lions year has arrived and I 
am looking forward to a wonderful 

and fun year serving with all the Lions in 
District 2E2.  Thank you for your 
confidence in electing me to serve as 
your First Vice District Governor.  District 
Governor Margie has put together her 
Cabinet, and they along with all the other 
Lions in the district will work together to 
make this a year of productivity and 
excitement. 

The First VDG Council met together for 
the first time in Lubbock at the State 
Convention, and it was a great learning 
experience and time of bonding.  We are 
seeing already what lies ahead for us as 
we come together to serve the Lions of 
MD2.  Our Council picked our uniforms 
and had our orientation with PDGs Aubrey 
and Frances Cherry who are both 
members of the MD2 MERL Team.   

With the International Convention fast 
approaching, I am looking forward to 



Smiles Soaring High with Fly Day 

P A G E 3 

V O L U M E 5 , I S S U E 1 

M cKinney Lions Club 
partners with Challenge Air 

for Handicapped Kids. 
Saturday was a very special day 
for over 250 handicapped kids in 
the McKinney area.  Some 14 
planes were provided by 
Challenge Air for Kids and 

Friends to take these special 
kids soaring over the city for a 
time they wont soon forget.  
Challenge Air, founded by Rick 
Amber (1944-1997) who himself 

lost both legs while crash landing 
his fighter jet on the aircraft 
carrier USS Hancock during the 

Vietnam war.  
Lion Harvey 
McCarter 
headed the 
McKinney Lions 
effort to give 
these kids 
something to 
really remember.  
It was so good 

to see all the 
excitement and smiles as they 
got off the planes, and  you knew 

at a glance that it was a 
great happening for 
them .  Cheer groups 
were awaiting them as 
they exited the plane, 
making it all the more 
exciting for the kids.  
This is an annual event 
that the Lions will 
continue to participate 
in. 
 In 1993, Amber 
purchased a Cessna 
177B Cardinal airplane 

and Challenge Air was born.  
Many thousands of kids have 
now flown for the first time in 

their lives.  Rick once said the 
human spirit prevails over any 
physical or mental obstacle.  
After a day with Challenge Air, no 
height seems unreachable .all it 
takes is desire and truly, the sky 
is the limit . 
The McKinney Lions Club 
provided lunch for all those 
attending including the parents, 
and also set up a display to let 
everyone know about the Texas 
Lions Camp, another great effort 
for handicapped kids.  The Lions, 
just this weekend, took 7 
campers to Kerrville for the week 
long camp,  and there is no 
charge for transportation or any 
other expenses.  It s just what the 
Lions do.  

L ion Vance Oakes, President 
of the Fort Worth West Side 

Lions Club presents checks to 
Rita Williams. 
Rita needed a new prosthetic 
eye, so she contacted Lion 
Vance, for help.   Lion Vance is 
1st Vice President of the Lions 
Organ & Eye Bank. 
Lion Vance contacted the clubs in 
District 2-E2 for donations.  
Funds were donated by 

Colleyville Lions Club, 
Pantego Lions Club, 
Grapevine Heritage 
Lions Club, Fort Worth 
West Side Lions Club, 
Benbrook Lions Club, 
Denton Triangle Lions 
Club, McKinney 
Morning Pride Lions 
Club and the Lions 
Organ & Eye Bank.  


